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Peter The Great
Section 17.2

What did Peter Do To Modernize The Russian Military?
Noblemen became skilled technicians and experts while the peasants became soldiers in the army.
1. Took all noblemen great and small and required them to serve in the Russian Army or Civil Administration for life
Peasants and nobles were both required to serve for life.
2. Created compulsory attendance for nobles at universities.
Nobles were forced to leave home for five years to go to school, a dreaded responsibility.
3. Established military-civilian bureaucracy with 14 ranks.
Both peasants and nobles needed to start from the bottom and rise to the top.
4. Searched for talented foreigners and placed them in his service
5. Greatly increased the expectations of commoners

The Construction of New Places & Cities
· A palace served as an extension of the monarch and a symbol of the monarch’s strength
· A capital city centralized government into one locality
· A city used straight broad avenues lined with shops. The avenues were wide enough for the military to march through, if necessary.

St. Petersburg
	Why was St. Petersburg Built?
	How was St. Petersburg Built?
	How did its construction impact the Russian People?

	· Window on western Europe
· Easier to reform country militarily & administratively
· At mouth of river, flowing into Baltic Sea
	· Built as a contemporary, yet baroque city
· Houses were built in a uniform line
· Canals were built for draining
	· Peter unitarily imposed the construction
· Drafted 20,000-40,000 men to labor in city without pay
· 10-15 households had to furnish a worker and pay taxes on the worker
· Nobles were ordered to build costly houses and live in St. Petersburg
· Nobles were required to pay for parks, avenues, cities, bridges

The building was a direct tax on the wealthy and required direct labor from the poor.
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